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MEDIA RELEASE 
Friday 16 March 2007  

 

FAR WELCOMES NEW ASSISTANT PROJECT MANAGER 
 

The Foundation for Arable Research (FAR) is delighted to welcome on board Alan Bowring 

as Assistant Project Manager.  

 

Alan who will be working alongside Nick Poole, FAR Research Coordinator, has relocated for 

12 months from North West New South Wales and brings with him knowledge in the areas of 

water, soil and crop production. Alan is currently completing a B. Rural Science at the 

University of New England in Australia.  

 

Nick Poole comments “Alan will be involved with a number of FAR projects including non-

inversion agronomy and crop sequence trials, as well as assisting with the New Zealand 

cereals research prograrnme. Alan will also share some of the workload on our Grains 

Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) funded research programme n Australia.” 

 

Alan is looking forward to providing assistance with FAR research projects and delivering 

beneficial results to New Zealand arable growers. Alan will be attending numerous FAR field 

days and workshops throughout the coming months and looks forward to engaging with 

growers and key industry personnel in the process. 

 
-ends- 

 
 
EDITOR’S NOTES 
 
Contact 
For further information, please contact Rachel Greenwood on 03 325 6353 / 021 960 058 or email 
greenwoodr@far.org.nz 
 
About FAR 
The Foundation for Arable Research (FAR) is an applied research organisation responsible to New 
Zealand arable growers and involved in funding of arable research and technology transfer. FAR was 
formed in 1995 and operates under the Commodity Levy Legislation. FAR needs to hold a referendum 
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of growers every five years and in the referendum in 2005 had 80% support from arable farmers who 
voted on cereals and herbage and 60% on maize. 
 
How FAR is funded: 
An Arable Commodity Levy is collected at the first point of sale for all grain and seed. The levy rate for 
2006 is: 

• Maize – 90c per 10,000 seeds; 
• Herbage and amenity seed – 0.8% of sale value; 
• All other grain and seed crops (cereals, pulses etc) – 0.8% of sale value 
• Hybrid vegetable seed crops – 0.3% of sale value 
• There is no levy collection on onions 

 
FAR also receives funds from research grants such as MAF SFF (MAF Sustainable Farming Fund) 
and Agmardt, commercial activities such as seminars and non-grower subscriptions and from other 
participants or beneficiaries of the research. 
 
Crops FAR collects levies from: 
Wheat, barley, oats, maize, pulses, herbage seeds, brassicas, borage and other arable crops. 
Vegetable seeds. 
 
www.far.org.nz  


