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MEDIA RELEASE 
Monday 22 January 2007  

 

FOUNDATION FOR ARABLE RESEARCH AWARDS ITS FIRST 
POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP 

 
The Foundation for Arable Research (FAR) is delighted to announce the award of its 

inaugural scholarship to Tony Butler. 

 

FAR’s postgraduate scholarship was set up with the aim of encouraging more students into 

the agricultural science and research arena, providing financial assistance with both course 

and day-to-day living fees. 

 

The scholarship valued at $7,000 was open to full-time students at Lincoln University whom 

were eligible to proceed to, or were planning to undertake postgraduate research, which in 

turn would assist with increasing knowledge within the New Zealand arable farming sector. 

   

Nick Poole, FAR’s Acting Chief Executive said: “it is without a doubt that New Zealand is 

suffering a shortfall of people skilled in agricultural science areas. Farming in New Zealand 

relies more now than it ever has in the past on research and extension activities; it is 

therefore imperative that FAR, as a key industry player, assists with developing such 

enterprises in order to assist young scientists with their educational requirements. 

 

“I am thrilled to be able to award this scholarship to Tony. Tony stood out as a perfect 

candidate for this scholarship with clear intentions of pursuing a career in research in 

agronomic plant studies on completion of his degree. Tony is already part way through his 

Masters in Agricultural Science where he has concentrated on research in the areas of 

physiological effects of ryegrass and tall fescue under drought conditions and the efficient 

use of irrigation water, areas which are vital to the future success of the New Zealand arable 

and pastoral farming sectors.” 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 
 
Contact 
For further information, please contact Rachel Greenwood on 03 325 6353 / 021 960 058 or email 
greenwoodr@far.org.nz 
 
About FAR 
The Foundation for Arable Research (FAR) is an applied research organisation responsible to New 
Zealand arable growers and involved in funding of arable research and technology transfer. FAR was 
formed in 1995 and operates under the Commodity Levy Legislation. FAR needs to hold a referendum 
of growers every five years and in the referendum in 2005 had 80% support from arable farmers who 
voted on cereals and herbage and 60% on maize. 
 
How FAR is funded: 
An Arable Commodity Levy is collected at the first point of sale for all grain and seed. The levy rate for 
2006 is: 

• Maize – 90c per 10,000 seeds; 
• Herbage and amenity seed – 0.8% of sale value; 
• All other grain and seed crops (cereals, pulses etc) – 0.8% of sale value 
• Hybrid vegetable seed crops – 0.3% of sale value 
• There is no levy collection on onions 

 
FAR also receives funds from research grants such as MAF SFF (MAF Sustainable Farming Fund) 
and Agmardt, commercial activities such as seminars and non-grower subscriptions and from other 
participants or beneficiaries of the research. 
 
Crops FAR collects levies from: 
Wheat, barley, oats, maize, pulses, herbage seeds, brassicas, borage and other arable crops. 
Vegetable seeds. 
 
www.far.org.nz  


