
 

 

Estimating the economic return on irrigation 

To use the tool, simply add expected crops prices and yields into the spread sheet, along 

with irrigation costs/mm/ha for your farm and the relative yield drop figures, which are 

supplied. The tool will automatically calculate the net value of irrigation applied/ha for 

different crops, helping you prioritise irrigation decisions when water supply may be limited. 

In the example below, the net value of irrigation applied/ha suggests that if you had to 

choose between irrigating a ryegrass seed crop or a wheat crop, you would get a great 

economic return by putting the water on the wheat. 

  

 

 


