Farmer Annual Return Form
for 1 January 2019 – 31 December 2019

To be completed by all growers of arable, maize and cereal silage crops.
Return to FAR no later than Friday 13 March 2020.

Foundation for Arable Research
PO Box 23133, Hornby
Christchurch 8441
Phone: 03 345 5783
Fax: 03 341 7061
Email: far@far.org.nz.
Web: www.far.org.nz

It is a legal requirement for all growers of arable crops, maize and cereal silage crops to complete and return this form by
Friday 13 March 2020 under the Commodity Levies Act 1990 and the Arable Crops, Maize and Cereal Silage Orders 2018.
The relevant clauses are set out on the reverse of this form.
Please complete and return to FAR, PO Box 23133, Hornby, Christchurch 8441 by Friday 13 March 2020.
I/we declare that:
1. Arable Crops (grain/seed) (excluding maize) were traded in this period
Yes
No
go to 2
go to 3
(1 January 2019 – 31 December 2019)
2. Arable crops (grain/seed) (excluding maize) harvested in this period
(1 January 2019 – 31 December 2019) were:
Answer each question
a. Sold to a merchant (Merchant responsible for forwarding the levy)

Yes

No

b.

Sold to (traded with) another farmer (eg dairy farmer) (You are responsible for paying the levy) Yes

No

c.

Used in our own farming business (You are responsible for paying the levy)

Yes

No

3. Cereal Silage (excluding maize) was harvested in this period (1 January 2019 – 31 December 2019)
(The owner of the cereal silage crop at time of harvest is responsible for paying the levy)

Yes

No

4. Maize seed was purchased in this period (1 January 2019 – 31 December 2019)
(Merchant responsible for forwarding the levy)

Yes

No

Merchant(s)

go to 3

go to 4

go to 5

go to 3
go to 4

go to 5

Merchant(s)

5. Signed

Dated

Last Name:
First Name:
I declare that the information given in this form is a true and correct return.

/

/
(Please print)
(name)

In the case of a partnership, the form was completed by
Please update any information as required.
Note: Only one form per farming enterprise is required. If you have received more than one declaration
per farming enterprise please contact the FAR office.
Telephone :

Mobile :

Email :
The information provided may be used for auditing purposes.
OPTIONAL: In order to reduce printing and postage costs, FAR is considering reducing the number of hard copy mailouts to
growers. In order to check how you feel about this, we have added two short questions below. Answering these questions is
optional, but your response will help us to decide on a course of action for the future.
1. I think FAR should continue to send copies of all printed publications to all growers in the mail.

Yes

No

2. I think FAR should send electronic links to all publications to all growers, and allow them to order
hard copies, at no cost, if they are of particular interest.

Yes

No

GROWER COPY

ADDING VALUE TO THE BUSINESS OF CROPPING

Under all three Commodity Levies Orders 2018: Arable
Crops, Maize and Cereal Silage the grower is responsible
for completing the return. The relevant clauses are stated
as follows:
Records
Growers must keep records
(1) A grower who sells arable crops must, in each levy year,
keep records of—
(a) each quantity of arable crops sold; and
(b) the price paid for each quantity of arable crops; and
(c) the name and address of the buyer of each quantity
of arable crops; and
(d) the amount of levies paid.
(2) A grower who assigns any quantity of arable crops for use
within the grower’s farming operation or processes the
arable crops before sale must, in each levy year, keep
records of—
(a) the quantity of arable crops assigned for use or
processed (as the case may be); and
(b) in the case of arable crops assigned for use within
the grower’s farming operation, the purpose that the
quantity of arable crops was assigned for.
Collection agents must keep records
(3) A collection agent must, in each levy year, keep records
of,—
(a) for each grower from whom the collection agent
bought arable crops,—
(i) each quantity of arable crops bought from
the grower; and
(ii) the price paid for each quantity of arable
crops; and
(iii) the grower’s name and address; and
(b) each amount of levy money paid to FAR and the
date of each payment.
FAR must keep records
(4) FAR must, in each levy year, keep records of, —
(a) for each amount of levy money received,—
(i) the amount received; and
(ii) the date on which it was received; and
(iii) the name and address of the person who
made the payment:
(b) how the levy money was spent and invested.
(5) Records must be kept for 2 years
The records required by clauses 20 to 22 must be kept
for at least 2 years after the end of the levy year to which
they relate.
Returns
(1) FAR may request, in writing, from each grower and
collection agent any information that FAR reasonably
requires to determine the amount of levy payable by the
grower or collection agent.
(2) Each grower and collection agent must, as soon as is
reasonably practicable after receiving a request from
FAR, supply FAR with a written return of the information
requested.”
Commodity Levies (Cereal Silage) Order 2018
“Clause 3 Interpretation
Cereal silage means whole cereal or pulse crops grown and
harvested for silage or processed and stored for animal feed.”
Examples of the above are whole crop cereals or pulses cut
after flowering for silage, baleage, earlage, alkagrain, alkalage
or cereal hay.
The Commodity Levies Act 1990, Section 15, permits FAR
to request that an audit be conducted of the farmers and
companies responsible for paying or forwarding the FAR
levy for compliance purposes.

As a reminder; the levy is to be paid on:
• All farmer to farmer transactions. These include
sales to dairy farmers, deer farmers, pig farmers etc.
Paid by the farmer selling arable crops (excluding
maize).
• All own on-farm use. i.e. feeding livestock in another
part of the business. Paid by the farmer growing and
using the arable crops (excluding maize).
• All first point of sale to A Collection Agent (mills,
seed merchants etc). Forwarded by the Collection
Agent (Merchant, Company, Wholesaler) (excluding
maize).
• All sales of maize seed to farmers. Forwarded by the
company making the maize seed sale.
• Cereal silage harvested. The owner of the cereal silage
crop, at the time of harvest is responsible for paying
the levy).

