
Ashburton East 
groundwater
– what’s going on?

FAR Australia 
research capability

Four years after it was formed, FAR Australia has invested 
in machinery to expand their research capability as part 
of a new business strategy. The increased capability over 
the last twelve months has included the purchase of new 
research seeding equipment and a tractor unit fitted with 
GPS guided autosteer. This machinery will enable us to 
foster new collaborations and ensure we can respond to 
future research opportunities.

The new 105hp Massey Fergusson 5609 tractor has its 
own Top Con base station for autosteer, which will enable 
FAR to sow research projects anywhere in SE Australia 
with 2 cm accuracy and provide the ability to sow seed 
with both liquid and solid fertilisers.

Nick Poole, FAR Australia’s Managing Director says that 
the tractor and drill, which will be based near the NSW/
Victoria border, will underpin a number of new research 
projects starting this autumn with farming groups, GRDC 
and the wider industry.

“Our aim is to provide the highest quality research 
outcomes for FAR projects and our collaborating partners 
by pursuing work on the latest cropping developments, 
whether it be germplasm, agronomy or agrichemical 
developments. Having this increased capability will ensure 
that we have a greater level of control and flexibility to 
obtain the best outcomes for our research.”

The FAR Australia board is also keen to showcase the 
latest developments being generated by New Zealand 
research organisations. FAR’s linkage with organisations 
such as GRDC, CSIRO, State Departments and Australian 
universities has led to opportunities to collaborate on 
trans-Tasman projects such as cereal endophytes which 
is funded by GRDC and FAR. But FAR is certain there are 
other areas where New Zealand science can be put in 
front of the Australian cropping industry. 

FAR Australia has two office bases, one in southern 
Victoria and the other in New South Wales. It is funded by 
research grants from GRDC, Department of Agriculture 
and other industry sources in Australia

FAR Australia’s new research equipment – MF5609 and 8-10 row 
seed drill with liquid and solid fertiliser capability.
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